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than six and one-half hours per day either on or off the school site or (ii)
a child care facility for more than six and one-half hours per day, but do
not receive NC Pre-K or child care subsidy funding;

g. Bible schools conducted during vacation periods;

h. Care provided by facilities licensed under Article 2 of Chapter 122C of
the General Statutes;

1. Cooperative arrangements among parents to provide care for their own
children as a convenience rather than for employment. This exemption
shall include arrangements between a group of parents, regardless of
whether the parents are working, to provide for the academic instruction
of their school age children, who meet the requirements of
G.S. 115C-364;

j. Any child care program or arrangement consisting of two or more
separate components, each of which operates for four hours or less per
day with different children attending each component; and

k. Track-out programs provided to school-age children when they are out
of school on a year-round school calendar.

(2a)  Child care administrator. — A person who is responsible for the operation of a
child care facility and is on-site on a regular basis.

(3) Child care facility. — Includes child care centers, family child care homes, and
any other child care arrangement not excluded by G.S. 110-86(2), that provides
child care, regardless of the time of day, wherever operated, and whether or not
operated for profit.

a. A child care center is an arrangement where, at any one time, there are

three or more preschool-age children or nine or more school-age

children receiving child care.
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2 e b. A family child care home is a child care arrangement located in a
residence where, at any one time, more than two children, but less than
1O e 11 children, receive child care, provided the arrangement is in

accordance with G.S. 110-91(7)b.
| (4) Repealed by Session Laws 1997-506, s. 3.
| (4a)  Department. — Department of Health and Human Services.
(5) Repealed by Session Laws 1975, c. 879, s. 15.
| (5a) Lead teacher. — An individual who is responsible for planning and
implementing the daily program of activities for a group of children in a child
care facility.
(6) License. — A permit issued by the Secretary to any child care facility which
meets the statutory standards established under this Article.
(7)  Operator. — Includes the owner, director or other person having primary
responsibility for operation of a child care facility subject to licensing.
(8) Seccretary. — The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services.
(1971, ¢.803,s. 1; 1975, c. 879,s. 15,1977, c. 4, ss. 1-3; 1983, c. 46, 5. 26297
ss. 1, 2; 1983 (Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1034, s. 78; 1985, c. 589, s. 36::¢c: 7157,8
155(c); 1987, c. 788, s. 2; 1989, c. 234; 1991, c. 273, 5. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess.,
1992), c. 904, ss. 1, 2; . 1024, s. 1; ¢. 1030, 5. 51.12; 1997-443, ss. 11A.118(a),
11A.122: 1997-506, s. 3; 2005-416, s. 1; 2013-360, s. 8.29(b); 2014-49, s. 8;
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No child care center shall care for more than 25 children in one
group. Child care centers providing care for 26 or more children
shall provide for two or more groups according to the ages of
children and shall provide separate supervisory personnel and
separate identifiable space for each group.

2. When any preschool-aged child is enrolled in a child care center
and the licensed capacity of the center is six through 12 children,
the staff-child ratios shall be no less stringent than as follows:

Age Ratio Staff/Children
0 to 12 months 1/5 preschool children plus 3
additional school-aged children
12 to 24 months 1/6 preschool children plus 2

additional school-aged children.

The following shall also apply:

I There is no specific group size.

I1. When only one caregiver is required to meet the
staff-child ratio, the operator shall make available to
parents the name, address, and phone number of an adult
who is nearby and available for emergency relief.

I1. Children shall be supervised at all times. All children
who are not asleep or resting shall be visually
supervised. Children may sleep or rest in another room
as long as a caregiver can hear them and respond
immediately.

b. Family Child Care Home Capacity. — A family child care home is
allowed to provide care for one of the following groups of children,
including the operator's own preschool-age children and excluding the
operator's own school-age children up to 13 years of age:

1. A maximum of eight children, with no more than five children
who are from birth to 5 years of age, plus three school-age
children.

2. A maximum of three children from birth to 24 months of age,

plus three children from 2 to 5 years of age and three school-age
children up to 13 years of age, for a total of nine children.

3 A maximum of 10 children if all children are older than 24
months of age.

(8) Qualifications for Staff. — All child care center administrators shall be at least 21
years of age. All child care center administrators shall have the North Carolina
Early Childhood Administration Credential or its equivalent as determined by
the Department. All child care administrators performing administrative duties
as of the date this act becomes law and child care administrators who assume
administrative duties at any time after this act becomes law and until September
1, 1998, shall obtain the required credential by September 1, 2000. Child care
administrators who assume administrative duties after September 1, 1998, shall
begin working toward the completion of the North Carolina Early Childhood
Administration Credential or its equivalent within six months after assuming
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exclusive of closets, passageways, kitchens, and bathrooms, and this floor space
shall provide during rest periods 200 cubic feet of airspace per child for which
the center is licensed. There shall be adequate outdoor play area for each child
under rules adopted by the Commission which shall be related to the size of
center and the availability and location of outside land area. In no event shall the
minimum required exceed 75 square feet per child. The outdoor area shall be
protected to assure the safety of the children receiving child care by an adequate
fence or other protection. A center operated in a public school shall be deemed
to have adequate fencing protection. A center operating exclusively during the
evening and early morning hours, between 6:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M., need not
meet the outdoor play area requirements mandated by this subdivision.

Each child care facility shall provide indoor area equipment and furnishings
that are child size, sturdy, safe, and in good repair. Each child care facility that
provides outdoor area equipment and furnishings shall provide outdoor area
equipment and furnishings that are child size, sturdy, free of hazards that pose a
threat of serious injury to children while engaged in normal play activities, and
in good repair. The Commission shall adopt standards to establish minimum
requirements for equipment appropriate for the size of child care facility. Space
shall be available for proper storage of beds, cribs, mats, cots, sleeping
garments, and linens as well as designated space for each child's personal
belongings.

The Division of Child Development of the Department of Health and
Human Services shall establish and implement a policy that defines any
building which is currently approved for school occupancy and which houses a
public or private elementary school to include the playgrounds and athletic
fields as part of the school building when that building is used to serve
school-age children in after-school child care programs. Playgrounds and
athletic fields referenced in this section that do not meet licensure standards
promulgated by the North Carolina Child Care Commission shall be noted on
the program's licensure and rating information.

(7) Staff-Child Ratio and Capacity for Child Care Facilities. — In determining the
staff-child ratio in child care facilities, all children younger than 13 years old
shall be counted.

a. The Commission shall adopt rules for child care centers regarding
staff-child ratios, group sizes and multi-age groupings other than for
infants and toddlers, provided that these rules shall be no less stringent
than those currently required for staff-child ratios as enacted in Section
156(e) of Chapter 757 of the 1985 Session Laws.

1. Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, the staff-child
ratios and group sizes for infants and toddlers in child care
centers shall be no less stringent than as follows:

Age Ratio Staff/Children Group Size
0 to 12 months 1/5 10
12 to 24 months 1/6 12
2 to 3 years 1/10 20.
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